
February 18, 2022

Dear Families,

It is almost impossible to believe that it has been nearly two full years now since we first heard about
COVID-19. As health organizations like the SCHD, TN Department of Health, and CDC continue to revise
guidance and, in many cases, loosen the restrictions and mandates that we've worked hard to follow
these past 24 months, it has become clear that we are all moving into a new phase of learning to live with
COVID. This is better news than it sounds! It is a reflection of decreasing case numbers, and an indication
that with vaccination rates increasing and the milder symptoms seen with the recent variant, we can
begin to return to the more normal school environment that we all have missed.

Therefore, anticipating that the number of COVID cases in Shelby County will continue to decrease, and
given that indoor mask mandates have been loosened throughout our community, GSL will transition to
a mask-optional policy for all students and faculty members, beginning Tuesday, February 22.
Please know that while masks will no longer be required, they are still recommended. As always, we also
strongly encourage you to consider having your children vaccinated if they are eligible, and we still ask
that you keep us apprised of their vaccination status by clicking here. We will also continue to offer free
COVID testing at school; you may click here to register.

Although we are transitioning to mask-optional, we will support each family’s decision about going with or
without a mask. There are many reasons individuals may choose to wear a mask, and we will support
each family’s choice and encourage a respectful tone on this topic in our community. We also ask you to
keep the following in mind:

GSL reserves the right to require masking as needed at events in which a large number of people
are gathered indoors on campus.
GSL reserves the right to change this new masking policy as needed to ensure the safety of
members of our community.
Students will still be required to have a mask with them every day, in case they are asked to wear
one for any of the reasons outlined here.

Given our consistently low case numbers at GSL throughout the pandemic, the decreasing cases in the
larger community, and our increasing faculty and student vaccination rate, we are confident this move is
not only timely but also important for the overall well-being of our student community. As always, these
recommendations come after consultation with our medical advisors and ongoing careful review of
evolving guidance from the CDC, Shelby County Health Department, TN Department of Health, and other
organizations.

Thank you as always for supporting our efforts to keep the GSL community safe and in school. Please
also know how much I look forward to once again seeing our students' smiling faces on a regular basis!

Sincerely,

Thor Kvande
Head of School

https://gslschool.formstack.com/forms/covidvaccinations
https://www.gslschool.org/binax-now-testing-registration/
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