
Feb. 3, 2022

Dear GSL Families, 

The start of this school year has been busy on the COVID front, with Omicron cases emerging weekly,
on top of changes in guidance from the CDC and other organizations regarding contact tracing and
quarantine/isolation protocols. Fortunately for all of us, the symptoms of Omicron proved less severe in
most cases, and good news continues as we see diminishing case counts in the larger community. It is
becoming clear – as we approach the two-year mark – that we are entering a new phase of adapting and
living with COVID in the community. While we all realize life is not “back to normal” yet, some protocol
changes are warranted as we move forward. 

Communications
At the beginning of the school year, we sent notifications out every time a positive case emerged, which
was, thankfully, fairly infrequent. With Omicron in January, cases were emerging more rapidly, so rather
than send emails out every day, we switched to biweekly notifications.

Moving forward, we plan to discontinue these school-wide notifications, effective Monday, February 7.
Instead, we will notify only the families in the grade in which a positive case emerges, and we will specify
which classroom or advisory has the positive case. Our goal is to send these communications within 24
hours of a confirmed case.

The COVID dashboard will still appear in eNews every Monday, identifying the total active positive cases
in our community. 

Testing
We will add a voluntary testing date for all ages every week, so free testing will now be available to
everyone on Monday and Thursday from 9-11 a.m. in Trezevant Hall (with adjustments for holidays as
needed), effective the week of Monday, February 7. You will need to register every time you want your
child to be tested, and can now indicate which day you prefer (Monday or Thursday).
Click here for the registration link.

By adding an extra COVID testing day each week, we are trying to ensure that testing is available
whenever you need it, which is more in line with “Test-to-Stay” practices now being used by many
organizations. Should a case emerge in a classroom, you will have a very quick and convenient option to
have your child tested at school.

With the end of winter sports, we are discontinuing the required testing for unvaccinated athletes, and
also discontinuing required testing for unvaccinated play participants. Again, with twice weekly voluntary
testing available, you can register your child for testing as needed.

Contact Tracing
You may be aware that the Shelby County Health Department is no longer requiring close contact
notification or tracing. We will therefore discontinue our tracing as well, effective Monday, February 7.
As always, we strongly encourage you to consider vaccinating eligible children, and respectfully request
that children be kept at home if they are sick or exhibiting symptoms. 

Masking
We are still considering moving into a mask-optional phase in the near future, in which masks will be

https://www.gslschool.org/binax-now-testing-registration/


recommended but not required. We have not set a date for this yet, but wanted you to be aware.
Students would still be required to have a mask at school in case we determine that a group setting
warrants masking. We will let you know when we are ready to make this change. 

More information will be forthcoming about masking, class trips, and other upcoming community activities.
As always, we appreciate your support as we work to keep our community safe and in school. We’ve all
had to draw on great reserves of patience in dealing with COVID requirements these past two years. I
know we are all more than ready to put the recent surge behind us! 

Sincerely, 

Thor Kvande 
Head of School 
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