
August 4, 2021

Dear GSL Families,

In preparing for the rapidly approaching 2021-22 school year, we’ve spent a great deal of time this
summer monitoring COVID-19 trends and protocol recommendations to determine our best approach for
keeping our classrooms and community safe. As always our top priority is the well-being of our
community, coupled with a strong desire to resume ‘normal’ school life. I know you have been eager to
hear about school plans, and we appreciate your patience. 

While we are all more than ready to put COVID behind us – a goal that seemed reachable in June – the
more recent surge in Shelby County cases due to the Delta variant has underscored the importance of
maintaining certain layered protections to ensure we get our school year off to a safe start, with children
in the classroom where they can learn best. To this end, our COVID-19 protocols for the start of school
are outlined below. I want to emphasize that we will continually and regularly review trends with the goal
of returning to pre-pandemic, normal school life soon, so please be prepared for us to adapt as needed.
Flexibility is a great benefit that comes with independent schools of our size; we will be ready to
strengthen or lessen the protocols and layered protection measures below as COVID trends warrant.  

COVID-19 Protocols for Start of School 2021-22
Vaccinations
We encourage everyone in our community who is eligible to be vaccinated to do so. We know that many
of our families have already begun vaccinating their children age 12 and older. We also recognize that we
will face COVID cases on campus this year, just as we did last year. Because quarantine requirements
differ for vaccinated individuals, we are asking that parents of vaccinated children share their COVID
vaccination dates with us. Please click here to submit your information.

The vaccination dates will be entered into a secure database maintained by Nurse Kristen Bounds. If
your child is identified as a close contact of a positive COVID case, his/her vaccination status will be used
to determine the appropriate quarantine or isolation timeframe. If you prefer not to share vaccination
information with the school, we will assume your child is unvaccinated and set quarantine requirements
accordingly in the event of a positive COVID case that is determined to be a close contact. 

Masking
Following the guidance and recommendations of the CDC, the American Academy of Pediatrics, the
Shelby County Health Department, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital, and our medical advisors, we will
require everyone to wear masks indoors, regardless of vaccination status. As stated above, it is our hope
that as vaccinations open up to younger students, and/or the COVID case numbers in Shelby County
decrease, we can reduce or remove masking requirements at some point this school year. 

Screenings
We will continue to text/email families the COVID screening form via RUVNA to submit before the start of
every school day. Morning temperature checks will no longer take place.  

Dashboard
We will continue to provide a COVID case dashboard in the weekly eNews to keep the community
apprised of case numbers at GSL. 

Campus Access

https://gslschool.formstack.com/forms/covidvaccinations


Parents will have access to campus and are expected to adhere to the COVID protocols in place at the
time of their visit. Parents and all visitors are still required to check in through the main office and obtain a
visitor lanyard, which must be worn while on campus.

Distancing
We will observe distancing measures of 3 feet rather than 6 feet indoors, which more closely resembles
our pre-pandemic classrooms. But please know that because contract tracing requirements per the SCHD
are based on 6 feet distancing, it is possible that we will have to put larger groups into quarantine if we
are presented with a positive case. 

Cohorting
We will continue cohorting by grade levels as needed to minimize the threat of exposure (and therefore,
periods of quarantine). With cohorting in place, students will be able to resume usage of the Library,
Cafeteria, and Art rooms in the Anchor Center. We will also cohort during Lower and Middle School
chapels. All-School Chapel and Celebration will continue to be livestreamed, as we can not yet have all
students inside the Church space at one time with current 3 feet distancing requirements. 

Cleaning
We will continue the more extensive classroom cleaning measures adopted during the 2020-21 school
year.

COVID-19 Testing
Testing will be offered at school for any asymptomatic individuals wishing to be tested, overseen by Nurse
Kristen Bounds. More details about scheduling are forthcoming. 

Remote Learning
We believe students are best served by being on campus and in class. Remote learning will not be
offered except in cases of a required COVID-19 quarantine for an entire classroom (in Preschool/Lower
School) or for an entire Red, White, or Gold section (in Middle School).

***
Our mask-wearing, handwashing, deep cleaning, social distancing, and cohorting protocols were highly
effective in keeping us safe during the past school year. While we recognize that every family in our
community may not share the same opinion about how best to face COVID moving forward, we thank you
all for adhering to these protocols as we work together to help keep our community safe. As stated above,
we will continue to monitor COVID trends and guidelines so we can adapt and modify mitigation
strategies as needed. Thank you, as always, for your patience and continued support. 

Sincerely, 

Thor Kvande
Head of School
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