
November 14, 2021

Dear Families,

As you no doubt have heard by now, the COVID-19 vaccine has been approved for 5- to 11-year-olds and
is now being administered by the Shelby County Health Department, Le Bonheur, and other local entities.
This is good news for our community, and I encourage all of you to take advantage of this great advance
in the fight against COVID-19 and consider vaccinating your child! You can visit vaccines.gov to access
a list of local providers.

As a reminder, there is a difference in the isolation and quarantine requirements for vaccinated vs.
unvaccinated individuals in the event of a COVID case at school. If you do decide to get your child
vaccinated, please click here to let us know the vaccination dates, which will help us set quarantine
requirements accordingly in the event your child is a close contact of a positive case at school.

There has also been COVID-related state legislative activity this weekend, with Governor Bill Lee signing
a bill that bans local governments from imposing mask mandates. However, U.S. Dist. Judge Sheryl
Lipman also issued an order stating that universal masking is still required for all Shelby County schools.

Our medical advisors have met and reviewed local case data in helping us determine the best next steps
for GSL, given these changing legislative developments. In light of our recent COVID cases on campus,
and to allow time for families to begin getting children vaccinated, our plan is to continue masking
inside our classrooms and buildings at GSL at this time, which is still allowed for private schools and
businesses under the new laws.

Looking forward, if the number of COVID cases in Shelby County continues to hold or decrease and the
legal landscape is clearer, we plan to move into a masks recommended but not required phase for ages 5
and above when we return in January, regardless of vaccination status of the individual.

Our youngest students (under 5) are not yet eligible for vaccination, but it seems likely to be approved at
some future date. Once we know more about vaccine availability and the overall level of vaccination at
GSL, we can make a more informed decision about masking for our 3- and 4-year-olds. We will
communicate more information on our plan for the Preschool grades before we leave for Christmas
break. As a reminder, two-year-olds are the only students at GSL not required to mask at this time.

When masks become optional on campus, we will support each family’s decision about going with or
without a mask. There are many reasons individuals may choose to wear a mask, and we will support
each family’s choice and encourage a respectful tone on this topic in our community. 

Thank you as always for following these upcoming new protocols and for supporting our efforts to keep
the GSL community safe and in school!

Sincerely,

Thor Kvande
Head of School

http://vaccines.gov/
https://gslschool.formstack.com/forms/covidvaccinations
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